Fungus Attacks on Telegraph Poles.

The length of serviee of a telegraph
ur telephone pole |8 determined In a
section of the pole not more than a
foot o o foor and a half long. In a
standing pole this section extends
about =X or eight inches above und
below the top of the ground. This

is the universal point of attack Wpon
the life of the pole. and s called its
hreaking point.  Deeay is the arch
cnemy of thege poles. It sets fn at the
ground line and reaches both up and
down the pole. but only so far as the

conditions exist which promote the
growth of woodalestroving fungl \
rew ineheg below the ground there s

tuek of the necessary oxyvgen and hent,
w hiile abont

at e  same  ddislance
nhove ground the requisite moisture
fuils, Fhe exact time at which decay
hegins e work depends upon the cli-
mute, the chnracter of the sof! and
slmile conditions,.  In 0 hol, molst
¢lmarte it ordinarily =ets in with
sreat rapidity.  But at best, In o very
few years after the pole s set the

struggle has commenced. The decay

=oon girdles the pole and graduslly |
onts Into It desper and deepor until it |
s 80 wenkened that ft hreaks under |

the welght of its equipment

The strain upon the pole from wind
jwressure and the weight of 18 cross.
arms and wires is ealeulated for the

purhaps 12 1o B inches, and that below
¢ Inches The weakened pole falls, the
course to he puraned 1= obvlous, Anti
wentles prevent, for the time of their
© (rettveness, the startineg of decay,
and thus permit at the ouisel the ke
lection of an 8-neh diameter rather
than & 12neh. The 4 Inches saved
repregent a tremendous differonce In
the gize and age of trees ased for
poles.  Hoth the companies and the
owners of forests will be great gainers
by this economy, with its shortening
of the length of time necessary to
grow u pole.
Corn Seed Not Everything.

It is a pleasure when traveling
through the country at thle time of
the year to see the tall corn shocks
thlekly covering the wide arcas of
fertile land Nol many yoars
corn ghocke were most found in the
eastern digtricts and In those districts
where dairyving made a speelinlty,
Now one sees corn shocks everywhere
even towards the Car west, where cal-
Hemen begin to understand that there
& muel more puurriment in
fodder than in the wenthered
stalks of the stnding hogked-out
crop,  There was o Vime when siraw
plles were burned 1o get rid of them

Ie

ocoru

when manure plles suffercd In the
same way, when eorn stalks were |it
tle thought of. These things are lese
| eommon now, and year hy year ap
preciation of corn fornge i3 Increas
ing.

Under the olrenmstances i1 should
e apparent ghat exclusive attention
to the lmprovement of the zraln ol
the corn plant = wrong. I s quln
true that corn seed needs fmprove
ment evervwhord und that the wor!
heing done by Prol, Holden and othes

sclentigts = admirable and utilitariay

ground line. When the diameter of ‘ It i Important to incrense protein i
this ground Tine s constantly de | corn. as Is being attempled by Prof
cranged. the strength of the pole is Hopkins in [Hinoiz. 1t will he wise
oportionately  reduesd, and it be | 1o continue expert Judging of corn
comes only @ guestion of time when | gt the agrfealturidl colleges  and by
the pole must fall, Chestiut and white | overy possible means o eduente ous
cedar have heen fonnd. among avall | voung men to o trae sclentific and
whie wonids, most successfully 1o resist | practical knowiedze of corn and othes
decay. but the Jife of the former 18| soede. Rut equal attention should be
only from iwelve to fifteen vears, and \ pald to other parie of the plant, apurt
of the latter ten to twelve years. The | from the eare
cooperative study of the burean is for | It i& of Importance that corn stalks
the purpose of extepding, If possible, 1 shonld grow more than one good enr
this ttme. and that the ears should be at &
Th--_ “xpenments aiready  made by | proper distance from the ground; also
the United States  Forestry Bureau | thut he leaves <hall Le nlr"" i
show conciustvely that poles cun be | numerons.  Thirty-foot  carn nlks
sibjected 10w pregervative treatment | wirh ears ten feet from the ground are
which Insures materially lengthened | no improvement, Tall, spindly plants
L This treatment conststs in im- | wipp small. riboniike legves and ons
proguating the woorld with antlsepties | jarge ear too far from the gronnd are
which prevent (he growth of the (ungl not an lmprovement, The Lost corn
‘hat cause decay. The treatment of | plant must be o dusl purtosc one
flegraph and telnphone poles, when | combiutng fine cars of the hest geeds
uttempred ar all in this country, gen- | oy small ocobs and withal a zrea
#lly has Been ppplied to the whole ! ypundanee of large, wide oy es whilel
pole, requiring the use of airdight eyl | will fnsura o bountiful fodder erop
miders 1 [eet long or more, In theze | o1 ns not joe slght of these (hings
thee poles are subjected to Hyve steam | In secking 1o msrove enrt seed, Lot
wokome time, when a vacuum 18 ere- | yo andenvo Huprove  the  ontis
wede Creosuly then nn in and | sl foe evors purpose to whieh it
prossure applied o, force it onto the ' ouy e put ond in so lolng there wil!
Manifestiz thie lo d Iaborlous | pesult the sroats enafit 10 farmers
nEs, Y or teleeraph and tele e
nphone poles anly abiont ene oot of the Small Flies in Milk,
lepg:h neddds to be made fm ! s
mane from fungus. I this foot ut the | ! Ly my wilk " _1"‘!
fatul ground line ean Le  proscrved { ustally  sending shout  foure
from Jdecay, the rest of 1} i will | vans e doay, 8 few weeks ago, |
tuke ciare of its Raporiments wil] | reoels nil the cans hack Lecause In
now he made in the  batis | one the were oomneher of tiny fies,
ol the poles Tor o ol ahout | 1“”'“}; vislhie unless they were in
et fesl thus oarrying the antisep. | great pambers,  © felt badly to have
Lies Just bevomd the sone of deeay | VVOCY can reiurned when only ene wis
vtiek. The crecsoie method will he | 80 fedll for 1 had faken zreat
nsad und dewd oll of eonl the foreed | Wi my milk and rather prided
through the bntt of the pole, [ ou my cleanliness, Just how the -'iw
The telégraph compantes have made | 2o In the milk | do not knoew, for il
Mitin wse of preservative treatmen wis all eareMlly stepined and  then
"oy employ millions of poles an (el [ pot in the tepnk to cool, and [resh
e lne ft would be a tr wiler piwmped in. Whether 1he flles
n ol eeonnmy to add even a few | were In the ean, or whether they cuame
virs of service W the life of sach | whide the milli wag in the water cool:
t Byt there will he another lhrge | Ing 1 do not bnow, and | bave won-
wolug bhoth o them and 1o the fores=t | dered If othery farmers have Levn
ah presorvative (reatment To | troubled n this same way. Ao oany
provide o good markin againse deeay, | rate, I made vp my mind that ilere
poles nie now much larger than de | would be no more fites in my milk,
manded by the straln upon them., 1t | “0 now 1 pEe iwo s=ts of eans, anl
« expected that deeay will quickly wat | after I take the mug from the eooler, |
vway a furrow aroupd the pole at the | strain It again into clyan cana | have
cround lne. and the diameter of the | had no furthor trovble with the little
pole at that polnt ls ganged to allow | pesrs. although it ‘resns rome more
ar 1hls weakening process, Whep {1 | Woi'k and a double numl.er of cans 1o
s known that decay, In a esrtain puw. | V¢ nsed—8. L Langworthy o Furw:
ser of vaars, cute the dlamieter from g Rovisw

since |
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